
 July 23, 2020

The Honourable Jason Kenney, MLA 
Office of the Premier 
307 Legislature Building 
10800 — 97 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta   T5K 2B6

Re: Restoring Balance in Alberta’s Workplaces Act, 2020 (Bill 32)

Dear Premier Kenney and Minister Copping:

I write to you to express my deep and urgent concern for the dangerous precedent your government intends 
to set with its Bill 32. 

This legislation, if passed, would set Alberta apart from — and far behind — all other Canadian provinces in 
terms of labour relations. In that sense, it may indeed be groundbreaking legislation, but it will definitely not 
“restore balance” in Alberta’s workplaces. 

In fact, the Bill will strain relations between your government and the construction/maintenance workers, 
such as Boilermakers, who are a pivotal part of Alberta’s energy economy. Bill 32 represents a major swing 
to the right in terms of the erosion of workers’ rights, just when our industries need dedicated, productive 
workers most.

In this time of economic uncertainty, we need to be working together to support our energy sector, and to 
maintain an alliance to fight those who oppose pipelines and the growth of the sector. We stand with you 
in opposition to carbon taxes, and we fully support innovative ways to fight climate change — like carbon 
capture technologies — that allow our energy sector to thrive. But this legislation, as written, will frustrate 
many construction workers, while bolstering the “leave-it-in-the-ground” faction.

I will not go into dissecting the Bill clause by clause, but the real question is: why at this point in time do you 
feel compelled to obstruct operations in our energy sector?

If your government wants to “restore balance” in the construction industry, why don’t you consider 
eliminating the practice of double-breasting so we can level the playing field for all Alberta contractors?

The goal should be to keep Albertans working and to reinforce the province’s energy sector. Bill 32 will 
encourage more poaching of our skilled tradespeople from other jurisdictions and put additional pressure 
on a fragile industry in need of support.

On behalf of all Boilermakers, I urge you to reconsider this Bill. At the very least, I ask that you remove all 
references to the construction and maintenance industries from the legislation.

I respectfully request the opportunity to discuss with you our concerns in more detail.

Respectfully yours,

Arnie Stadnick 
International Vice President for Canada 
International Brotherhood of Boilermakers, 
Iron Ship Builders, Blacksmiths, Forgers and Helpers

The Honourable Jason Copping, MLA 
Minister of Labour and Immigration 
107 Legislature Building 
10800 — 97 Avenue NW 
Edmonton, Alberta  T5K 2B6




